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Bereadytoface disasters* Rajnath

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BEWDELHL 15 MAY

Homeminister Rajnath Singh
onMondayreminded states of
their primary role in disaster
managementand asked them
tobereadytoface the newdis-
aster risks posed by growing
population, unplanned urban-
isation and climate change.

Inaugurating the second
meeting of the National Plat-
form on Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion (NPDRR) on “Disaster
RiskReductionfor Sustainiable
Development: Making India
resilient by 2030,” Singh said
sustainabledevelopmentwas
closelyrelated withbetter dis-
astermanagement, and efforts
must be made to make all
development initiatives dis-
aster-resilient.

Every preventable death
should be averted and stake-
holdersshould prepareaction
plans forvulnerable commu-
nities of societies, Singh said,

whileappealingto statestocon-
tinuously upgrade their pre-
parednessand plans formak-
ing the country disaster-
resilient.
Thehomeministerwenton
torecall themajor disastersthat
shook the nation. Odishalost
over 10,000 lives in the super
cyclone; Gujaratbore the brunt
ofabigearthquakein2001, and
there was the Tsunami in 2004,
he said. Singh said an extra
rupee spent on disaster miti-
gation cansave Rs 10spentafter
thedisasterto makeup forthe
loss, both of life and proper-
ty: Referring to global agree-
mentslike Sendai Framewaork,
Sustainable Development
Goalsandthe Climate Change
Agreement, hesaidthatIndia
has prepared a disaster man-
agementplanand policy, early
warning systems, cycloneshel-
tersand salineembankments,
disaster response forces at
national and state levels and
done capacitybuildingof com-

M tstars at the NPDRR meetmg m the Capital

munities.
India'srecentinitiativesfor
increasing regional coopera-
tionincludelaunchingofaded-
icated satellite for South Asian
Countries, holdingofthe Asian
Ministerial Conference onDis-
aster Risk Reduction (AMCDRR)
2016 and setting up of SAARC
disastermanagement centre,
The two-dayNPDRR meet-
ing is a multi-stakeholder
national platform headed by
the Union home ministerand

itpromotes patticipatorydeci-
sion-makingindisasterman-
agement with the involve-
ment of states.

Union ministerforscience
& technology and earth sci-
ences, Harsh Vardhan, minis-
terofstate forhomeaffairs Kiren
Rijiju and additional principal
secretary to Prime Minister P
K Mishra were present at the
meet. Rijijusaid Indiaisa dis-
aster-pronecountry and asked
the states to draw up con-

crete plans to implement the
10-point-agenda for disaster
risk reduction given by the
Prime Minister during AMC-
DRR 2016.

R K Jain, member, Nation-
al Disaster Management
Authority, referred to India’s
achievements including ver-
sion 3.0 of National Database
on Emergency Management
(NDEM}, which is device and
browser independent, and is
equipped withlatestresource
mapping tools and audio-
video conference facilities.

Ministers fromstates high-
lighted theirinitiatives in dis-
child development minister
Maneka Gandhi, agriculture
and farmers welfare minister
RadhaMohan Singh and min-
isters from Haryana, Jhark-
hand, Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
‘Tamil Naduand Uttar Pradesh
and LGofAndamarnand Nico-
barlslands, attended the ses-
sion.
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